EC74

Recommendations from the Environment and Community Panel held on 14" April
2026

CABINET REPORT - SOUTH LYNN COMMUNITY CENTRE

Click here to view the recording of this item on YouTube

The Regeneration Programmes Manager presented the report as included in the
agenda highlighting the key areas.

The Chair thanked the Regeneration Programmes Manager for the report and invited
questions and comment from the Panel as summarised below.

In response to concerns raised from Councillors Kemp and Long, the Regeneration
Programmes Manager confirmed that the building would remain available for
community use, with the hall and community rooms continuing to be accessible for
events and activities, and that the Trust would work with existing charities such as
Little Discoverers and Headway to ensure continuity.

In response to a question from Councillor Long, the Environmental Health Manager
agreed to confirm alternative premises for business continuity in case of
emergencies.

Councillor Devulapalli raised questions about accessibility and the Regeneration
Programmes Manager explained the centre was in better condition, had disabled
access and was accessible in terms of walking and cycling with connected footpaths
and direct bus routes.

Councillor Heneghan commented that the proposed location would be more
accessible for residents and was appropriately situated. Councillor Heneghan added
that the current site was not within a community hub, so accessibility was not
considered to be an issue.

RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the
recommendation to Cabinet, as set out below.

Cabinet resolves:

To approve that the Purfleet Trust be provided with a lease for the South Lynn
Community Centre.


https://youtu.be/xhhRSnE9vlA?t=222

EC75

CABINET REPORT - REQUIRED CHANGES TO THE EXISTING
CORPORATE ENFORCEMENT POLICY AND FINANCIAL PENALTIES
POLICY AS A RESULT OF THE RENTERS RIGHTS ACT 2025

Click here to view the recording of this item on YouTube

The Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection presented the
report as included in the agenda highlighting the key areas.

The Chair thanked the Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection
for the report and invited questions and comment from the Panel as summarised
below.

Councillor Long questioned the loss of local flexibility and potential impact on the
rental market and the Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection
confirmed that the Act mandates strict enforcement leaving little room for local
discretion and that the Council must comply to avoid legal difficulties.

In response to further questions from Councillor Long regarding fines and tenant
compensation, the Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection
explained that civil penalties were retained by the Council to support enforcement,
while tenants could seek compensation under the Act.

Councillor Ware asked about the appeals process for landlords and the Assistant
Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection confirmed that landlords had the
right to appeal penalties to the first-tier tribunal, which could amend or quash fines if
appropriate. The Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection
confirmed further detail, including the appeals process for landlords under the
Renters Rights Act, would be provided after the meeting.

Councillor Kemp requested a summary of the main changes under the Renters
Rights Act. The Assistant Director for Health, Wellbeing and Public Protection
referred the Panel to the tables within the report and reminded Members that there
was a recording to a Member Briefing session on the Renters Rights Act.

The Chair stated that she supported the item but had some reservations based on
discussions with landlords.

RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the
recommendations to Cabinet, as set out below.

It is recommended that in order to ensure that the council has a robust legally


https://youtu.be/xhhRSnE9vlA?t=1283

compliant, and consistent approach to enforcement under the Renters’ Rights Act,
that Cabinet approve:

1) The inclusion of an addendum to the current Corporate Enforcement Policy.

2) The proposed Civil Penalty Policy.

EC76 CABINET REPORT - RAILWAY ROAD EXTENDED AIR QUALITY
MANAGEMENT AREA REVOCATION

Click here to view the recording of this item on YouTube

The Portfolio Holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity presented the report for
revoking the Railway Road Air Quality Management Area due to sustained
improvements in nitrogen dioxide levels.

The Chair thanked the Portfolio Holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity for the
report and invited questions and comment from the Panel as summarised below.

Councillor Long asked about the future of monitoring equipment. The Environmental
Health Manager confirmed that the main air quality monitoring stations would remain
operational, while the number of diffusion tube locations had been reduced, resulting
in annual savings of approximately £1,200.

Councillor Kemp raised concerns about the impact of planned housing growth and
the need for ongoing monitoring. The Environmental Health Manager explained that
major developments had been considered, air quality remained a material planning
consideration and monitoring would continue to validate the revocation decision.

Councillor Kemp advised she would be abstaining on the item.

RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the
recommendation to Cabinet, as set out below.

Cabinet resolves:

Revoke Railway Road Air Quality Management Area and revoke Railway Road
Extended Air Quality Management Area.

EC77 CABINET REPORT - CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY AND ACTION
PLAN



https://youtu.be/xhhRSnE9vlA?t=1963

Click here to view the recording of this item on YouTube

The Portfolio Holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity introduced the item and
gave a presentation to the Panel, a copy which is attached.

The Climate Change Manager presented the report highlighting progress, ongoing
challenges and new focus areas such as adaptation.

The Climate Change Manager advised that performance information would be
reported to Cabinet quarterly, with an annual update on progress against the strategy
and the carbon audits for both the Council and the wider borough. The Climate
Change Manager added that updates could also be provided to the Panel, and that
the document presented at the meeting would be redesigned into a more accessible
format by the Communications team.

The Chair thanked the Climate Change Manager and Portfolio Holder for Climate
Change and Biodiversity for the report and invited questions and comment from the
Panel as summarised below.

Councillor Kunes highlighted the importance of communicating available grants and
free installations to residents.

Councillor Long raised concerns about the quality of ECO4 scheme installations and
the need for scrutiny of outcomes and better use of local tradespeople.

Councillor Kemp inquired about the biodiversity corridor project and the Portfolio
Holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity explained ongoing work under the
pollinator strategy, the role of the Biodiversity Officer and efforts to improve green
spaces and wildflower corridors in response to public consultation.

Councillor Devulapalli asked about engagement with farmers on peatland re-wetting
with officers noting the complexity of land drainage systems, the need for
coordinated projects, and the availability of national funding for landscape recovery
and wetland creation. The Climate Change Manager advised they would investigate
current funding opportunities for lowland peat restoration and inform Councillor
Devulapalli of any relevant schemes to support local landowners.

Panel Members discussed the challenges of water scarcity, the need for new
reservoirs, and the impact of increased housing targets on local resources and flood
risk, with officers confirming ongoing studies and the importance of making
representations to government regarding local constraints.

RESOLVED: That the Environment and Community Panel support the


https://youtu.be/xhhRSnE9vlA?t=2573

recommendation to Cabinet, as set out below.

That Cabinet approve the Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan.



